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This has acted very unfavourably on the exports from many
countries. Thus, for instance, the combined current value of exports
from Burma, India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Indonesia and Indo-China
in Asia, Egypt in Africa and Argentine in Latin Amerina
in 1956 was about the same as in 1928, although the current
value of world as well as primary producers' exports increased two
and a half times during this period. In 1928 these areas constituted
nearly half the population of primary-producing countries and
accounted for slightly less than half the exports of the primary
producers. As a result of the sharp structural shift in the import
demand of the industrial countries, however, the share of these
primary producers has now shrunk to only a sixth of the total
exports from the primary producers.
Commodity Composition of Exports
This structural shift in the import demand of the industrialized
countries in the west, India's traditional trade partners, is illustrated
by the performance of the commodities that predominate in India's
export trade. The level of exports of a country is influenced by
several factors, such as the changes in demand (external as well
as internal) and the adaptability of output to these changes. An
analysis of the developments in the demand and supply of the
major exports items that figure in India's foreign trade is thus
essential for a proper understanding of the stagnation in the over-
all volume of exports.
Agricultural commodities, whether in a raw form as tea, tobacco,
spices, etc., or in a more elaborate form as cotton and jute textiles
and vegetable oils, form the bulk of India's exports, accounting
for nearly three-fourths of the total. Thus, for instance, jute manu-
factures make up nearly a fourth, tea a fifth and cotton textiles a
tenth of the total (the three together are responsible for half of the
total) ; another quarter is added by nuts and vegetable oils, spices,
tobacco, fruits and vegetables*, gums and resins, and hides, skins
and leather. Non-metallic minerals and metal ores (mainly mica, iron
ore and manganese) account for only 3-5 per cent. The factors influ-
encing the exports of some of the major items are examined below.
Jute and Manufactures. The data on changes in world demand
and output over the last half a century are summarized in the table
below :

